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TYPIFICATION OF NAMES OF TWO VARIETIES
OF GERANIUM PSEUDOSIBIRICUM (GERANIACEAE) FROM EAST SIBERIA
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Typifi cation of names was performed for two varieties of Geranium pseudosibiricum J. Mäyer – G. pseudosibiricum 
var. uschkanense (Popov) Peschkova and G. pseudosibiricum var. subuschkanense (Popov) Peschkova – described 
by M.G. Popov from the shores of Lake Baikal. Type specimens of the varieties are present in M.G. Popov 
Herbarium (N SK), their categories are indicated, data from protologues are cited, and notes are provided.
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ТИПИФИКАЦИЯ НАЗВАНИЙ ДВУХ РАЗНОВИДНОСТЕЙ 
GERANIUM PSEUDOSIBIRICUM (GERANIACEAE) ИЗ ВОСТОЧНОЙ СИБИРИ
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Проведена типификация названий двух разновидностей вида Geranium pseudosibiricum J. Mäyer: G. pseudo-
sibiricum var. uschkanense (Popov) Peschkova и G. pseudosibiricum var. subuschkanense (Popov) Peschkova, опи-
санных М.Г. Поповым с побережий озера Байкал. Типовые образцы разновидностей выделены в Гербарии 
им. М.Г. Попова (NSK), указаны их категории, процитированы данные протологов, даны примечания.
Ключевые слова: Geraniaceae, Geranium pseudosibiricum, типификация, Гербарий им. М.Г. Попова (NSK), 
озеро Байкал.

This article is a part of a series of studies per-
formed on the results of the research project “Isolation 
of authentic and type materials, digitalisation, and cre-
ation of a type specimen catalogue of the vascular 
plants kept at M.G. Popov Herbarium (NSK) of the 
Central Siberian Botanical Garden (CSBG) SB RAS” 
carried out by the staff  of the Laboratory of Systemat-
ics of Higher Vascular Plants and Florogenetics, CSBG, 
SB RAS. History of the creation of M.G. Popov Her-
barium and of its type collection has been described in 
detail previously (Han, 2016; Nikiforova, 2016; Ov-
chin nikova et al., 2016, 2018).

Since 1966, the Laboratory of Flora and Plant Re-
sources headed by L.I. Malyshev had been a part of the 
Siberian Institute of Plant Physiology and Biochemis-
try (SIPPB), Siberian Branch of the USSR Academy of 
Sciences. During this period, the book “Synopsis of 
Flora of Lake Baikal Coast” was published (Popov, 
Busik, 1966), which was prepared by V.V. Busik by 
means of the data from fi eld studies by M.G. Popov 
and his students on the basis of M.G. Popov Herbari-
um. At the end of the book, on pages 212–215, under 

the subheading “Diagnoses plantarum novarum”, an 
archive manuscript by M.G. Popov, dated 1955, is pre-
sented, which provides descriptions of 49 new taxa 
and 4 new combinations (Popov, 1966). For each new 
taxon, a brief datasheet of a type specimen is provided, 
citing an exclusive location, year, and last name of the 
collector. In the preface of the book, it says that all the 
herbarium collections, including type specimens, are 
stored at M.G. Popov Herbarium. Th is statement is 
supported by documents and materials in the labora-
tory archive. In 1975, L.I. Malyshev compiled a type-
written catalogue of M.G.  Popov Herbarium type 
specimens that includes 149 taxa. Th e catalogue lists 
all 49 new taxa described by Popov from the shores of 
Lake Baikal (Ovchinnikova et al., 2016).

Th e list of new taxa described by Popov included 
two varieties: Geranium coeruleum Patrin var. ush-
kanense Popov and G. coeruleum Patrin var. subush-
kanense Popov. Th ese varieties are homotypic syno-
nyms of nomenclature combinations – G. pseudosibiri-
cum J. Mäyer var. usсhkanense (Popov) Peschkova and 
G.  pseudosibiricum J.  Mäyer var. subushkanense 
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Fig. 1. Holotype of Geranium coeruleum Patrin var. ushkanense Popov (NSK 0000337).
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Fig. 2. Lectotype of Geranium coeruleum Patrin var. subushkanense Popov (NSK 0000334).
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 (Popov) Peschkova – that were proposed by G.A. Pesh-
kova (1996). It should be noted that in Popov’s spelling 
of the variety epithets, the letter “c” is omitted from 
“sch” (ushkanense), whereas Peshkova cites the epithet 
according to Latin language rules: uschkanense.

The typification was conducted here in accor-
dance with the requirements of the International Code 
of Nomenclature for Algae, Fungi, and Plants (ICN) 
(Turland et al., 2018). For each specimen, a type speci-
men category is indicated, the original datasheet and 
protologue are cited, and notes are provided regarding 
the questions of nomenclature and systematics of the 
taxa under study.

Geranium coeruleum Patrin var. uschkanense 
Popov, 1966, in Popov and Busik, Synopsis of Flora of 
Lake Baikal Coast: 213, descr. (‘ushkanense’).

≡ G. pseudosibiricum J. Mäyer var. usсhkanense 
(Popov) Peschkova, 1996, in Flora of Siberia, 10: 17.

H o l o t y p e: Buryatia Republic, Barguzin district, 
Irkutsk Oblast, Lake Baikal, Big Ushkan Island, 
14 VII 1952, M.G. Popov, sub Geranium coeruleum 
var. ushkanense M. Pop., descr. M.G. Popov’ (NSK 
0000337) (Fig. 1).

According to the protologue: “Lacus Baical, insula 
Boljschoj Uschkanij, 1952, M. Popov, I. Andreeva”.

N o t e s. For the fi rst time, the author provided 
a Russian description of the variety in “Flora of Cen-
tral Siberia” (Popov, 1957), remarking on the espe-
cially large size of the plant itself and of its parts (the 
flower, peduncles, and leaves) and the absence of 
 glandular pubescence. In Popov’s opinion, this variety 
had formed as a result of crossing with G. albifl orum 
Ledeb. Popov provides G. pseudosibiricum as a syn-
onym for the species G. coeruleum Patrin, stating that 
this is hardly the species J. Mäyer (“auct. vix J. Mey”) 
(Popov, 1957: 397). V.V. Busik in “Synopsis of Flora of 
Lake Baikal Coast” (Popov, Busik, 1966) writes that 
this is an especially large-flowered taxon, hybrid 
G.  coeruleum × G.  albiflorum Ledeb. E.G.  Bobrov 
(1949), D.A. Webb, I.K. Ferguson (1967), N.N. Tsvelev 
(1996), and G.A. Peshkova (1996) designated G. coeru-
leum as a synonym of G. pseudosibiricum J. Mäyer, 
stating that G. coeruleum plants are G. pseudosibiricum 
with pistillary fl owers. Aft er the statements by the abo-
ve authors, we agree with this opinion because there are 
reports of gynodioecy regarding species of the  genus 
Geranium (Peshkova, 1996; Troshkina, 2015, 2016). In 
“Flora of Siberia”, G.A. Peshkova (1996) correctly pro-
poses a new nomenclature combination G. pseudosi-

biricum J. Mäyer var. uschkanense (Popov) Peschkova. 
Th e only specimen of this variety is stored at NSK, and 
its datasheet almost exactly matches the protologue, 
and the drawing in “Synopsis of Flora of Lake Baikal 
Coast” was prepared using this specimen; therefore, ac-
cording to articles 8.1 and 9.1 of ICN (Turland et al., 
2018), it should be considered a holotype.

Administratively, Ushkan Islands are affiliated 
with the Barguzin district of the Buryatia Republic, 
not with Irkutsk Oblast, as originally indicated in the 
holotype datasheet.

Geranium coeruleum Patrin var. subuschkanense 
Popov, 1966, in Popov and Busik, Synopsis of Flora of 
Lake Baikal Coast: 213, descr. (‘subushkanense’).

≡ G. pseudosibiricum J. Mäyer var. subuschkanense 
(Popov) Peschkova, 1996, in Flora of Siberia, 10: 17.

L e c t o t y p e  (Ovchinnikova, Troshkina, desig-
nated here) et isolectotype: Irkutsk Oblast, “northwest-
ern shore of Baikal, cape Sagan-Maryan, steppe slope, 
N-49-61, 1 VII 1955, M. Popov, V. Prochorov sub Ge-
ranium coeruleum var. subushkanense M. Pop. n. v., 
descr. M.G. Popov” (NSK 0000334, isolectotype NSK 
0000335) (Fig. 2).

According to the protologue: “Lacus Bajcal, 
promon torium Sagan-Marjan, 1955, M. Popov, V. Pro-
chorov”.

N o t e s. Variety Geranium coeruleum Patrin var. 
subushkanense Popov is distinguished by the authors 
(Popov, Busik, 1966) from var. ushkanense by smaller 
sizes of all parts of the plant. Additionally, we note the 
presence of glandular indumentum on peduncles, 
which is absent in specimens of var. uschkanense. Two 
herbarial sheets with identical datasheets are stored in 
the NSK herbarium. According to articles 9.3, 9.11 and 
9.12 of ICN (Turland et al., 2018), one of them is des-
ignated by us as a lectotype, and the other is an isolec-
totype.
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