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INTRODUCTION

The optic properties of carbon black and soot
particles play a crucial part in the Earth climate,
since such particles are able to efficiently absorb
solar radiation making the atmosphere heat [1].
Depending on the altitude this effect could make
the global warming or cooling as one feels the
near-ground temperature only. Apart from this
harmful influence, the light absorption by car-
bon black or soot particles is an essential pro-
cess in light limiting devices that use their sus-
pensions [2�4]. In [5, 6] the addition of soot to
explosive substances were suggested in order to
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Abstract

The absorption and scattering efficiencies, albedo and anisotropy factor values were calculated for soot
particles in water and pentaerythritol tetranitrate media for different radii in terms of Mie theory. The
main features of  the calculation results include (i) the domination of  absorption over scattering and (ii) the
change of attenuation dependence on the wavelength trend at particle�s radius about 150 nm. For smaller
particles the attenuation efficiency decreases with wavelength increasing while for bigger ones the trend is
just opposite. The soot particles in the experimental part of  the work were characterized with dynamic
light scattering. The obtained size-distribution is fit well with log-normal distribution having particles� radi-
us expected value 183 nm. The spectra of total transmittance, ballistic transmittance and diffuse reflec-
tance were measured for studied soot suspension in water. It was shown that the total transmittance does
not depend significantly on the wavelength while the diffuse transmittance decreases twice with the wave-
length increasing. It is concluded that the calculation results qualitatively agree with the experimental data
if  the typical particle�s radius is twice smaller than one obtained with dynamic light scattering method. The
possible applications of obtained optic properties of soot particles for special devices including optic deto-
nator cups are discussed.

Keywords: soot, Mie theory, simulation, experimental measurement, diffuse reflectance spectroscopy

increase their sensitivity to laser irradiation. The
significant laser energy threshold value dimin-
ishing accompanied with substantial sample dif-
fuse reflectance decreasing was achieved in [5].
The authors of [6] found out that pentaerythri-
tol tetranitrate containing soot additive became
sensitive to laser pulses of millisecond duration.
All these examples show that the optic proper-
ties of soot are essential in many applications
and need to be researched. The objectives of
the present paper are: (i) calculation of soot op-
tic properties in terms of Mie theory, (ii) ex-
perimental study of optic spectra for a well-char-
acterized soot suspension sample.
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METHODOLOGY

The interaction of the soot particles and the
electromagnetic radiation is traditionally
described by using the absorption efficiency
(Qabs) and scattering efficiency factors (Qsca).
These dimensionless parameters are equal to the
ratio of the particle cross-section and its
geometrical cross-section Q = σ/σg. The Qabs was
calculated in terms of Mie theory as the
difference of the attenuation efficiency (Qext)
and scattering efficiency factors (Qsca) [7�9].

The main parameters of the theory are the
complex refractive index (mi) of the material
of interest, which depends on the wavelength
of the incident light (λ), and the refractive in-
dex of the media (m0) [9]. These data in the
range 400�1000 nm were taken from [10]. The
data used are typical for carbon particles and

comparable to presented in other sources [11,
12]. The range of particles radii studied
10 < R < 300 nm is concerned on their possible
application to optic initiation systems or light
limiting devices [1�6].

In the experimental part of the present work
we prepared soot suspension samples in water.
The suspension was ultrasonificated in order to
obtain the reproducible particle sizes. The power
of the ultrasound source was 50 W. The ultra-
sonification time was higher than 15 min. The
suspension transferred to the cuvettes with a
pipette. If  the suspension began to coagulate
inside the pipette we treated it in the ultra-
sonic bath one more time.

The size-distribution was studied using Mal-
vern Zetasizer in a 1 cm disposable plastic cu-
vette. The optic properties were researched
with a Shimadzu UV-2450 spectrometer

Fig. 1. Calculated dependencies of absorption (a) and scattering (b) efficiency factors, single scattering albedo (c) and the
anisotropy factor (d) for soot particles in water at the wavelength 400 (1), 600 (2), 800 (3) and 1000 nm (4).
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equipped with an integrating sphere. It allowed
us to measure ballistic transmittance, total
transmittance, diffuse transmittance and dif-
fuse reflectance spectral dependencies. The
glass cuvette with 1 mm optic path length and
3 mm walls was filled with the soot suspen-
sion. The transmittance was measured using
another cuvette filled with water as a refer-
ence sample. The spectral slit width was 5 nm.
We used a 5 mm square mask providing 2 mm
square beam on the sample surface when the
transmittance was measured.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The results of soot particle optical proper-
ties calculation in terms of Mie theory are pre-
sented in Fig. 1. The calculations were done at
four wavelength values of 400, 600, 800 and
1000 nm. The absorption efficiency (see Fig. 1, a)
increases with the particles radius increasing in
the range of small radii. The dependence is close
to the linear one which means that the Ray-
leigh�s scattering limit is matched well. The
maximum position depends on the wavelength.
For instance at λ = 400 nm the particles with
radius 135 nm performs the maximum absorp-
tion efficiency equal 1.346. At the wavelength
1000 nm the maximum shifts to the radius val-
ue 213 nm though its amplitude does not change
much (1.564). The persistence of the Rayleigh�s
scattering limit is seen as the dependence Qsca(R)
could be described with expression const ⋅ R4 for
R/λ < 0.2 (see Fig 1, b). The scattering efficien-
cy values are lower than the absorption effi-
ciencies in all the studied range of radii and
wavelengths. For that reason, the albedo val-
ues are lower than 0.5 (see Fig. 1, c). The albe-
do increases with the radius increasing and
wavelength decreasing. Though the maxima on
the Qsca(R) dependence are observed outside the
plot range, it is clear that absorption efficiency
decreasing for R bigger that 200 nm is accom-
panied with scattering efficiency increasing. It
makes the attenuation efficiency almost inde-
pendent on the particles radius in that range.
The interesting peculiarity is concerned on the
wavelength dependence of the attenuation ef-
ficiency. For the particle radii less than 150 nm
the wavelength increasing makes the attenua-

tion efficiency decrease while for bigger parti-
cles the trend is just opposite. In the radius
range 120�200 nm the attenuation efficiency
factor changes less than 10 % in the spectral
range 400�1000 nm.

The calculated scattering anisotropy factor,
which is the average cosine of the scattering
angle is depicted in Fig. 1, d. The scattering
anisotropy tends to zero in the limit R→0 as it
should be for the Rayleigh scattering. Then,
one can notice its increasing with the particle�s
radius. The trend changes then to the dimin-
ishing. The negative values mean that the back-
scattering dominates. The radius values corre-
sponding to the anisotropy factor abscissa axis
crossing correlate with the maximum positions
on the Qabs(R) dependence.

The size distribution of soot particles in the
experimentally studied suspension determined
with the dynamic light scattering method is
shown in Fig. 2. The measurements were done
for the suspension sample containing 37.5 µg/
mL of soot. The distribution is single-mode with
typical full width at half maximum 140 nm. It
is fitted well with log-normal distribution:
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The obtained fitting parameters were
µ = 5.01 and σ = 0.446. The distribution mode is

Fig. 2. Soot particles size-distribution obtained with dynamic
light scattering method.
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123 nm, the median is 150 nm and the radius
mean value is 183 nm.

It worth mentioning that soot and carbon
black particles are usually considered aggregat-
ed when they are dispersed in a medium [11�14].
The aggregation in liquids is dealt with lyopho-
bic interactions [14]. Significant aggregation ob-
served typically when soot is formed in the gas
phase [12,  13]. The hydrodynamic radius ob-
tained with dynamic light scattering approach
should be associated with aggregates including
possible solvation atmosphere.

The measured spectral dependencies of bal-
listic transmittance and total transmittance, as
well as diffuse transmittance and diffuse re-
flectance are shown in Fig. 3, a and b, corre-
spondingly. The suspension concentration was
49 µg/mL. The spectral range was limited by
the glass cuvette transparency range. Both the
measured values of total transmittance and its
ballistic component decreases as the wavelength
become lower though this decreasing seems
more evident for the ballistic component. The
ratio of optical density corresponding to the
ballistic transmittance at 350 and 850 nm is 1.33.
The sum of diffuse transmittance and ballistic
transmittance matches the total transmittance
well in the entire studied wavelength region.
The diffuse transmittance decreases with the
wavelength increasing. At the same time the
diffuse reflectance does not change much in the
studied wavelength range being lower than the
diffuse transmittance values.

Comparing the calculated (see Fig. 1) and
experimentally determined (see Fig. 3) optical
properties one is able to see that they partly
agree. According to the dynamic light scatter-
ing measurements the typical particles� radius
is about 150 nm, which matches the area where
the attenuation efficiency factor does not de-
pend on the wavelength significantly. The ratio
of optic densities at 350 and 850 nm is close to
the ratio of attenuation efficiency factors cal-
culated for the radius of the particles 75 nm.
The measured diffuse transmittance decreases
when the wavelength increases while the dif-
fuse reflectance keeps almost constant. It cor-
relates with calculated scattering efficiency de-
creasing with wavelength increasing evident
from Fig. 1, b. On the other hand diffuse trans-
mittance is higher than the diffuse reflectance.
Their difference decreases when the wavelength
becomes higher (see Fig. 2, b). The ratio of dif-
fuse transmittance and diffuse reflectance gives
the information on the scattering anisotropy sign.
When diffuse reflectance is higher than diffuse
transmittance in the limit of single scattering,
the scattering anisotropy is negative, which is
not the case (see Fig. 3). The ratio of diffuse
transmittance and diffuse reflectance diminishes
with the wavelength evidencing the decreas-
ing of scattering anisotropy factor. Comparing
to the calculation results (see Fig. 1, d), this
trend is typical for nanoparticles having radii
about 70 nm.

Fig. 3. Measured optical properties of soot suspension: a � ballistic transmittance (1) and total transmittance (2);
b � diffuse reflectance (1) and diffuse transmittance (2).
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Thus, the calculated optic properties corre-
spond to the experimentally measured values
if one assumes that the particle size is twice
smaller than hydrodynamic radius. This differ-
ence could be concerned on the particle aggre-
gation or formation of solvent layer around the
particle moving together with it. The typical
aggregates have non-spherical shape. The net
scattering pattern for such aggregates should
be nearly isotropic due to angular averaging.
On the other hand, non-spherical particles usu-
ally appear as bimodal size distribution when it
is determined with dynamic light scattering
technics. For the reasons listed it seems that
aggregation is not the cause of the deviation
of  hydrodynamic radius from the optic one. The
solvent ordering around the particle could be
concerned on the side groups or carbon layers
disrupted from the main soot particle.

We performed the calculation of optical
properties of soot including absorption and scat-
tering efficiency factors in the matrix of pen-
taerythritol tetranitrate (PETN). The results are
presented in Fig. 4. The higher refractive index
of the medium (1.54) makes the dependencies
a bit different from shown in Fig. 1 conserving
the main features. The maximum absorption
efficiency factor equal to 1.226 is observed for
particle radius 141 nm at the wavelength
400 nm. Its position corresponds to the values
calculated for metal nanoparticles in the same
matrix. The scattering efficiency factor varies
less in PETN matrix than in water in the stud-

ied wavelength range. The calculations were also
performed at the wavelength 532 nm corre-
sponding to the second harmonics of the neody-
mium laser. The absorption efficiency in that
case keeps almost constant for particle radii
higher than 100 nm making the difference to
the results obtained for noble metal nanoparti-
cles [8]. The calculated albedo values are signif-
icantly lower than experimentally determined
for aluminum nanoparticles [15] or calculated
for cobalt nanoparticles [16] in PETN and cy-
clonite matrixes respectively.

Relatively high absorption efficiencies make
soot particles a prospective additive to explosive
substances that allow one to increase their sensi-
tivity to laser irradiation. One of the advantages
readily seen from Fig. 4 is insignificant variation
of the absorption efficiency in the wavelength
range 40�1000 nm. For that reason the device
performance could be approximately independent
on the wavelength of the laser. A similar advan-
tage appears when one uses soot suspensions as a
non-linear light attenuation device [17]. The main
problem on the way is to develop an approach
of the soot particles mixing with explosive giv-
ing an opportunity to prepare homogeneous sam-
ples with reproducible properties.

CONCLUSION

The optical properties of soot particles in
water and pentaerythritol tetranitrate media

Fig. 4. Calculated dependencies of absorption (a) and scattering (b) efficiency factors for soot particles in PETN at the
wavelength 400 (1), 532 (2), 800 (3) and 1000 nm (4).
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were calculated for various radii in terms of
Mie theory. The absorption process dominates
over scattering for all the studied radii and
wavelength values. The soot suspension in wa-
ter was researched using dynamic light scat-
tering method and visible spectroscopy. It was
shown that the optical properties corresponded
to the particle size twice less than determined
with dynamic light scattering technics.

The efficient light absorption makes soot a
prospective dopant for optical detonator cup de-
veloped on the basis of secondary explosives.
An additional advantage is related to an insig-
nificant dependence of the absorption efficiency
factor on the wavelength that allows using dif-
ferent lasers with one cup composition. The same
advantage is essential for the development of
non-linear light attenuation devices.
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Àííîòàöèÿ

Â ðàìêàõ òåîðèè Ìè ðàññ÷èòàíû çíà÷åíèÿ ôàêòîðîâ ýôôåêòèâíîñòè ïîãëîùåíèÿ è ðàññåÿíèÿ, àëü-
áåäî îäíîêðàòíîãî ðàññåÿíèÿ è ôàêòîðà àíèçîòðîïèè ðàññåÿíèÿ ïðè âàðüèðîâàíèè ðàäèóñà ÷àñòèö ñàæè
â âîäå è ïåíòàýðèòðèòå òåòðàíèòðàòå. Àíàëèç ðåçóëüòàòîâ ðàñ÷åòîâ ïîêàçàë ÷òî: 1) ïîãëîùåíèå ïðåîá-
ëàäàåò íàä ðàññåÿíèåì; 2) ïðè ðàäèóñàõ ÷àñòèö ñàæè ïîðÿäêà 150 íì ïðîèñõîäèò ñìåíà çíàêà ïðîèçâîä-
íîé ôàêòîðà ýôôåêòèâíîñòè îñëàáëåíèÿ ïî äëèíå âîëíû. Äëÿ ÷àñòèö ìåíüøèõ ðàäèóñîâ ôàêòîð ýô-
ôåêòèâíîñòè îñëàáëåíèÿ óìåíüøàåòñÿ ïðè ðîñòå äëèíû âîëíû, è âîçðàñòàåò ïðè áîëüøèõ. Â ýêñïåðè-
ìåíòàëüíîé ÷àñòè ðàáîòû èñïîëüçîâàëàñü ñóñïåíçèÿ ÷àñòèö ñàæè â âîäå, îõàðàêòåðèçîâàííàÿ ìåòîäîì
äèíàìè÷åñêîãî ðàññåÿíèÿ ñâåòà. Ïîëó÷åííîå ðàñïðåäåëåíèå ïî ðàäèóñàì õîðîøî îïèñûâàåòñÿ ëîãíîð-
ìàëüíûì çàêîíîì ñ ìàòåìàòè÷åñêèì îæèäàíèåì 183 íì. Äëÿ îáðàçöà ñóñïåíçèè ñàæè èçìåðåíû ñïåêò-
ðàëüíûå çàâèñèìîñòè êîýôôèöèåíòîâ ïîëíîãî ïðîïóñêàíèÿ, êîëëèìèðîâàííîãî ïðîïóñêàíèÿ è äèô-
ôóçíîãî îòðàæåíèÿ. Ïîêàçàíî, ÷òî êîýôôèöèåíò ïîëíîãî ïðîïóñêàíèÿ ïðàêòè÷åñêè íå çàâèñèò îò äëè-
íû âîëíû, òîãäà êàê êîýôôèöèåíò äèôôóçíîãî ïðîïóñêàíèÿ óìåíüøàåòñÿ âäâîå ïðè ðîñòå äëèíû âîë-
íû â âèäèìîé îáëàñòè. Ñäåëàí âûâîä, ÷òî äëÿ ñîãëàñîâàíèÿ ðåçóëüòàòîâ ðàñ÷åòîâ è îïòè÷åñêèõ èçìåðå-
íèé òðåáóåòñÿ, ÷òîáû õàðàêòåðíûé ðàäèóñ íàíî÷àñòèö áûë â äâà ðàçà ìåíüøå, ÷åì, îïðåäåëåííûé
ìåòîäîì äèíàìè÷åñêîãî ðàññåÿíèÿ ñâåòà. Îáñóæäàþòñÿ âîçìîæíûå ïðèëîæåíèÿ ðåçóëüòàòîâ äëÿ èñ-
ïîëüçîâàíèÿ ñàæè â ðàçëè÷íûõ èñïîëíèòåëüíûõ óñòðîéñòâàõ, âêëþ÷àÿ îïòè÷åñêèå äåòîíàòîðû.
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